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 Mr .  Pres ident ,  I  r i se  on  a  ques t ion  of  personal  

pr iv i lege .  

 

 Once ,  I  s tood and shared  wi th  you a  dream 

foreboding  v io lent  dea ths  of  pol i t ica l  f igures  

associa ted  wi th  corrupt ion  whose  ident i t ies  I  fa i led  to  

v iv id ly  reca l l .  I t  was  horr ib le  and te r r i fy ing  because  i t  

was  b loody,  bru ta l ,  barbar ic  and  brought  to  l ight  man’s  

v ic ious  ins t inc t  to  k i l l .  

 

 La ter ,  I  s tood again ,  no  longer  shar ing  a  v is ion  

but  a  rea l i ty  tha t  had  caused  a larm in  the  wake of  

incessant  and  b la tant  assass ina t ions  by  unknown 

assa i lan ts  perpet ra ted  against  the  hapless  and he lp less  

v ic t ims .  

 



 But  the  rea l i ty  af te r  I  made tha t  pr iv i lege  speech 

had  turned  f rom bad to  worse ;  f rom a  cr ime agains t  an  

indiv idual  to  a  c r ime agains t  our  he lp less  count rymen,  

na ture  tha t  God gave  us ,  and  the  fu ture  genera t ion .  

 

 This  t ime,  I  s tand  before  you,  Mr .  Pres ident ,  no  

longer  shar ing  a  dream nor  l i tan iz ing  speci f ic  dea ths  

commit ted  wi th  the  use  of  man-made le tha l  weapons ,  

but  by  the  mass ive  dea ths  and  damage to  proper t ies  of  

co lossa l  propor t ion .  

 

 Yes ,  the  wanton rape  and  des t ruc t ion  of  our  

fores ts ,  especia l ly  a long the  Sier ra  Madre  ranges ,  

caused  the  loss  of  more  than  a  thousand l ives ,  damage 

and loss  of  proper t ies  to  the  tune  of  more  than  a  b i l l ion  

pesos ,  and  brought  gr ie f  and  sor row to  thousands  of  

hapless  v ic t ims  of  tha t  unforgivable  human mischief .  

 

 Las t  week,  typhoon Winnie  s t ruck  Luzon and some 

par ts  of  the  Visayas  caus ing  many dea ths  in  the  



provinces  of  Aurora  and  Quezon and inf l ic t ing  heavy 

damage to  proper t ies ,  agr icul ture ,  and  inf ras t ruc tures  

in  the  provinces  of  Aurora ,  Quezon,  Nueva Eci ja ,  

Pampanga,  Bulacan and some par ts  of  Bicol  and 

Nor thern  Luzon.  

 

 Some i r respons ib le  DENR off ic ia ls  were  quick  to  

b lame Mother  Nature  and poin t  to  i t  as  the  cause  of  the  

t rag ic  dea ths  and des t ruc t ion .  

 

 I  can  not  accept  such  f inger-poin t ing  because  you 

and I  know tha t  God would  not  have  done  th is  to  our  

count ry .  

 

 God i s  in imi table ,  infa l l ib le  and impeccable .  

Whi le  we are  His  mere  crea tures ,  He had  g i f ted  us  wi th  

a l l  the  b less ings ,  graces  and everyth ing  for  our  

wholesome and wor thwhi le  l iv ing ,  tha t  He expected  to  

be  rec iprocated ,  wi th  our  mora l  and  upr ight  l iv ing .  

 



 On the  o ther  hand,  when man no  longer  respects  

but  scorns  Him,  turns  to  immoral i ty  and  forge ts  tha t  he  

i s  only  a  mere  crea ture ,  God jus t ly  br ings  upon 

mankind ca tas t rophes  as  punishment ,  s imi lar  to  what  

was  done  to  the  s inners  of  Sodom and Gomorrah  who 

per i shed  by  f i re ,  or  those  who per i shed  through f loods ,  

leaving  a l ive  only  men and animals  on  board  Noah’s  

Ark .  

 

 Le t  us  not  b lame God for  every  horr i fy ing  t ragedy 

befa l l ing  us ,  as  we of ten  do ,  because  He cer ta in ly  

abhors  au thor ing  d isas ters ,  unless  of  course  we have  

become s inners  of  equal ,  i f  no t  super ior  foot ing ,  than  

those  punished in  the  b ib l ica l  accounts  I  ment ioned,  

which ,  of  course  I  am not  prepared  to  accept .  

 

 I  don’ t  th ink  God would  have  wished to  happen 

the  water - fu l l  of  fury  a t  i t s  ex t remes;  of  the  merc i less  

na ture’s  wra th ;  of  the  in to lerable  s ight  of  hundreds  and 

thousands  of  people  for lorn ,  desola te ,  abandoned and 



yel l ing  for  fu t i le  he lp ,  shout ing  prayers ,  he lp less ly  

ask ing ,  in  despera t ion  for  and absence  of  hope ,  where  

God was!  

 

 Men and women,  s t rong and weak,  o ld  and young,  

infants  and  aged ones ,  f led  for  surv iva l  f rom the  ro l l ing  

rocks  and s tones ,  f rom the  cascading mud and water  

f rom up-s t ream,  succumbing to  the  rushing  f lood and 

per ish ing  l ike  the i r  he lp less  and  animals  and  pe t .  

 

 The  f loods  and lands l ides  were  ru th less .  The  k i l le r  

mud,  rocks  and s tones  wi th  ra ins  fa l l ing  in  tor rent ,  

randomly c la imed l ives ,  s t rewing mangled  bodies ,  

most ly  of  innocent  ch i ldren  who can  no  longer  be  the  

fu ture  hope  of  our  na t ion ,  whose  cr imson b lood were  

washed down and who sadly ,  can  no  longer  be  

wi tnesses  to  another  t ragedy of  men,  greedy for  money,  

fame and pol i t ica l  power .  

 



 In  the  af termath ,  we see  the  incont rover t ib le  

phys ica l  ev idence  of  what  caused  the  carnage:  ro l l ing  

logs  f reshly  cut  f rom hundred  year  o ld  t rees ,  together  

wi th  s labs  s t rewn a l l  over  the  low-ly ing  areas ,  where  

they  ended up  af te r  having  been car r ied  by  the  waters ,  

sophis t ica ted  logging  equipment  l ike  chain  saws and 

cut te rs ,  a l l  messengers  of  dea th ,  and  p lunderers  of  

fores t  weal th .  

 

 The  heavy ra ins  and howl ing  winds  a t tacked the  

he lp less ,  bar ren  and denuded Sier ra  Madre  ranges ,  

caus ing  i t s  weakened so i l  to  e rode  and the  i l lega l ly  cut  

logs  to  fo l low sui t ,  ro l l ing  down the  s lopes  

uncont ro l lab ly  ins tan t ly  k i l l ing  and  ser ious ly  in jur ing  

defense less  and  unwary  res idents  and  des t roying ,  

s turdy  houses  and  bui ld ings  as  wel l  as  concre te  br idges  

in  i t s  pa th .  

 

 I t  i s  saddening tha t  Luzon was  rampaged,  grea t ly  

h i t t ing  the  provinces  of  Aurora  and Quezon,  i t s  



denuded and enraged Sier ra  Madre  ranges ,  spar ing  no  

less  the  provinces  of  Bulacan and Nueva Eci ja .  

 

 We ascr ibe  the  unt imely  and sacr i f ic ia l  dea ths  of  

630,  in jur ies  of  373 and the  s t i l l  unaccounted  v ic t ims  

or  s t i l l  miss ing  of  607 to  typhoon Winnie .  

 

 Let  us  face  i t :  the  t ragedy in  Quezon,  Aurora  and 

Nueva Eci ja ,  a re  man-made.  

 

 Yes ,  man-made because  of  the  unscrupulous  and 

evi l  ac ts  of  i l lega l  loggers ,  kaingineros  and  corrupt  

of f ic ia ls  who fa i led  to  preserve  and take  care  of  our  

fores ts ;  and  of  course ,  the  indi f ference  and s i lence  of  

the  grea t  many of  our  count rymen in  a l lowing,  the  

unabated  rape  and des t ruc t ion  of  our  fores ts .  

 

 When shal l  we s top  man-made d isas ters?  When 

can  we say  no  to  our  se l f - in teres t  and  greed  for  se l f -

gra t i f ica t ion?  Shal l  we cont inue  to  a l low the  s laughter  



of  our  count rymen,  whom God had  v iv i f ied  on  the  face  

of  the  ear th?  Shal l  we a l low ourse lves  to  be  par t  of  the  

annih i la t ion  of  na ture  and  mankind,  whether  ac t ive ly  or  

pass ive ly?  

 

 Beyond cavi l ,  the  widespread  ecologica l  mayhem 

was  horr ib le  and t ragic ,  surpass ing  a l l  c r imes .  I t s  

s ta t i s t ics  dwarfs  the  pernic ious  drug menace  and 

renders  less  dangerous  le tha l  weapons  because ,  as  we 

now rea l ize ,  chain  saws used  for  fe l l ing  t rees  appear  to  

be  the  most  des t ruc t ive  ins t rument ,  man had  ever  

invented .  

 

 Yes ,  cha in  saws are  used  for  logging ,  lega l  or  

o therwise .  I ronica l ly ,  t imber-cut t ing  i s  not  only  

a l lowed but  l icensed  for  decades ,  g iv ing  the  loggers  the  

f reedom to  des t roy  and denude  fores ts .  More  l ike ly  

than  not ,  l icenses  a re  obta ined  in  cons idera t ion  of  huge  

e lec t ion  or  campaign funds .  

 



 Logging  of  a l l  sor t s  had  been  going  on  in  the  

Provinces  of  Quezon and Aurora  wi thout  le t -up  and 

wi th  impuni ty .  

 

 Laws penal iz ing  i l lega l  logging  had  been  v io la ted  

brazenly  and fear less ly .  

 

 I l lega l  loggers  had  been  emboldened to  cont inue  

wi th  the i r  nefar ious  k i l l ing  of  our  v i ta l  fores ts .  I  am 

sure ,  they  are  not  a lone  in  the i r  i l lega l  ac ts .  They must  

be  coddled ,  pro tec ted  and defended wi th  zes t  by  those  

who share  f rom the  b lood money and loot  they  der ive ,  

f rom tha t  prof i tab le  but  immoral  venture .  

 

 Money was  easy  f rom f reshly  cut  hardwood.  I t  was  

i r res i s t ib le  to  bar r io  fo lks ,  some of  whom banished  in  

the i r  man-made mishap.  Even the  poor  abor ig ines  or  

na t ives  inhabi t ing  the  fores ted  area  are  suscept ib le  to  

tempta t ion  of  “easy  money” .  Thus ,  the  carabao loggers  

commenced bus iness  se l l ing  hot  logs  to  “ f inancing”  



sawmil l  propr ie tors  or  logging  magnate ,  l icensed  or  

not .  

 

 I l lega l  loggers  a re  noth ing  but  a  myth .  A poor  man 

can  not  sus ta in  the  expenses  of  t ree  cut t ing .  I t  has  to  be  

f inanced by  an  inves tor ,  and  the  moneyed so-ca l led  

legal  loggers .  

 

 Only  the  lega l  concess ionai res  explo i t ing  the  

i l lega l  loggers ,  can  take  advantage  of  the  power  of  

the i r  money,  abuse  the  pover ty-s t r icken  inhabi tants  in  

the  area ,  who have  no  choice  but  to  a l low themselves ,  

to  be  explo i ted  for  money.  

 

 I  can  not  unders tand  how logs  could  be  fe l led  in  

the  open,  cu t  to  s izes  wi th  h igh-speed sawmil l s ,  

t ranspor ted  to  the  expor ters  and  end-users  and  

disappear  that  fast .  Wi thout  any  publ ic  of f ic ia l  or  

peace  of f icer  not ic ing  them.  

 



 Logs  are  not  commodi t ies  easy  to  car ry ,  to  handle  

or  to  t ranspor t  wi thout  the  a id  of  numerous  workers  and  

sophis t ica ted  equipment .  Yet ,  i t  seems nobody not iced  

the  opera t ions  going  on  for  severa l  decades .  

 

 Publ ic  of f ic ia l s  and  pr iva te  indiv iduals  involved  

in  i l lega l  logging  must  be  punished ,  even  under  our  

generous  penal  laws  for  the  t ime-being ,  and  made to  

answer  for  the  damage wrought  on  our  count ry  and  

people .  

 

 Mr .  Pres ident ,  P .D.  No.  705,  o therwise  known as  

the  Fores t ry  Reform Code of  the  Phi l ippines ,  i ssued  by  

Pres .  Marcos  in  1975,  provides  a  re la t ive ly  l ight  

penal ty  for  i l lega l  logging .  

 

 Under  Sec .  68 ,  i l lega l  logging  i s  cons idered  only  

as  a  qual i f ied  thef t  and  punishable  under  Ar ts .  309 and 

310 of  the  Revised  Penal  Code.  Under  Sec .  69 ,  ka ingin  

i s  penal ized  by  impr isonment  of  f rom 2  to  4  years .  



Under  Sec .  79 ,  sa le  of  i l lega l ly  cu t  logs  or  wood 

products  i s  penal ized  by  a  f ine  of  P200.00  or  a  to ta l  

va lue  of  the  invoice .  

 

 Not iceably ,  there  i s  no  penal ty  for  any  personnel  

of  the  Bureau  of  Fores t ry  or  the  DENR involved in  the  

commiss ion  of  i l lega l  logging  or  who conspi re  wi th  

i l lega l  loggers .  

 

 I t  i s  h igh  t ime Mr.  Pres ident  we must  make i l lega l  

logging  a  he inous  cr ime wi th  a  proviso  tha t ,  regardless  

of  connect ions  and inf luence  and p lace  of  commiss ion ,  

the  perpet ra tors  sha l l  be  prosecuted  in  any  Cour ts  in  

Metro-Mani la  to  prevent  harassment  of  wi tnesses  and 

insure  cont inuous  watch ,  of  the  developments  in  the  

cases .  

 

 Whether  publ ic  of f ic ia ls  or  pr iva te  indiv iduals ,  

those  found gui l ty  sha l l  be  equal ly  meted  the  supreme 

penal ty  of  dea th .  



 

 Words  are  not  enough to  assuage  the  gr ie f  of  the  

surv iv ing  re la t ives  of  those ,  who per ished  and wounds  

sus ta ined  by  those  in jured .  Money i s  not  suf f ic ien t  to  

compensate  the  loss  of  l ives  and proper t ies .  And,  

prayers ,  whi le  sp i r i tua l ly  gra t i fy ing ,  a re  nonethe less  

too  merc i fu l  to  comfor t  the  v ic t ims  and the i r  re la t ives ,  

because  more  than  money,  sympathy and prayers ,  they  

need  jus t ice ,  tha t  i s ,  the  prosecut ion  and impr isonment  

of  the  culpr i t s .  

 Le t  us ,  therefore ,  f lush  out  i l lega l  loggers  so  we 

can  v indica te  the  loss  of  l ives  and proper t ies  of  the  

he lp less  v ic t ims ,  through g iv ing  them rea l  jus t ice .  

 

 Mr .  Pres ident ,  because  of  the  gravi ty  of  the  

t ragedy tha t  s t ruck  us  in  the  wake  of  typhoons  Winnie  

and  Yoyong,  I  urge  th is  August  body to  conduct  a  

thorough inves t iga t ion  in  order  tha t  appropr ia te  

leg is la t ion  can  be  made by  the  appropr ia te  Commit tees  

to  end once  and for  a l l ,  the  i l lega l  logging  ac t iv i t ies  in  



th is  count ry  and ensure  a  be t te r  fu ture  for  the  coming 

genera t ions .  

 

 Thank you.  


